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Teaching is considered to be the mother of 
all professions. The teacher has remained a 
symbol of reverence and esteem in almost all 
the nations. Today teaching has become a 
proper discipline to be studied. Anyone who 
pursues a degree in education is taught 
various methods and techniques of teaching. 
Educationists used the term pedagogy for the 
art of teaching. 


In the perspective of the art of teaching when 
we study the life of the Prophet -Uss2 we are 
surprisingly exposed to some of the most 
effective ways of teaching the world has ever 
known. The Prophet ily has called himself 
‘Muallim’. The Arabic term ‘Muallim’ means 
‘teacher’. Hazrat Abdullah Bin Amr ~© 4! 2) 
narrated that the Prophet lyst said: 


clans Cains Lill 
‘Verily | have been sent as a teacher.’ 
(Sunan Ibn Majah) 


In the present article we discuss a few ways 
of teaching from the Seerah (life) of the 
Prophet lyst. 


Using metaphor 


Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 
defines metaphor as ‘a word or phrase used 
to describe somebody/something else, in a 
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way that is different from its normal use, in 
order to show that the two things have the 
same qualities and to make the description 
more powerful’. We find various examples in 
Hadith where the Prophet jt has taught 
different things to his companions by using 
metaphor. For example: 


Hadith: 
dit Jas (5 Abe Gas Y GIS JUS 4) git Y ale Jie 


‘Knowledge from which no benefit is derived 
is like a treasure from which nothing is spent 
in the Way of Allah.’ (Mishkat-ul-Masabih) 
Hadith: 

SES 4s alg [iB elas yal Gl ill Sie hi 0 sh ald Gy jill | yale 
Aedes (ye Shey Ss US (ole day) 7 sli eee gine Gl pm 
wthice cle (Ss! Al jm US Absa ds BS 
‘Learn and recite the Qur'an, for to one who 
learns, recites and uses it in prayer at night it 
is like a bag filled with musk whose fragrance 
diffuses itself everywhere; and he who learns 
it and goes to sleep having it within him is 
like a bag with musk tied up in it.’ (Mishkat-ul- 

Masabih) 


Hadith: 


ccliaal) atl y Maal) Co ball ally Clb! all Gye 58 Lal all 
ALAM a 
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‘The upper hand is better than the lower one, 
the upper being the one which bestows and 
the lower the one which begs.’ (Mishkat-ul- 
Masabih) 


Hadith: 
wae ple sh cue hls Lill 4 OS 


‘Be in the world as though you were a 
stranger or one who is passing through.’ 
(Mishkat-ul-Masabih) 


1. Explaining the things logically and 
giving somebody a chance of self- 
reflection 

Hadith: 

Ai hee call I UL 8 | die tl ate ALI i ve 
gle sill LLB Ui 5M gS ctl ail J gan y Ly id lea y aul 
lad Gules! JUS Ly gd be Lind Aa! SLi Le de I gly 0 5 pm 58 
ALI Ys Ss allad ail giles ails Y OG fale aaah Sad 
4 Spey Yall Y Si fat danidl UE age Ai ges 
SsSY ast] J agli 43 gio Cull Vy li utllad ail Giles 
SY gil SY 45 guns Culill Vy Jd tad ail clea ails Y WE 
AS gine Gulill Vy UE lad ail giles ail y Y li Sulied anti 
Voy DS ad ail sien ails YS StL! asatil SU agileal 
48d jie! pglll ME, ae 04; aria gd SM agSVLA! 43 pin Quill 
col) Caitly (all AIS any GS ald J dad Gueals aul eb y 
weg 
Hazrat Abu Umamah ~c i! 2) narrated that 
a young man came to the Prophet Aix and 
said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Give me 
permission to commit Zina (unlawful sex). 
The people surrounded him and rebuked 
him, saying, ‘Stop! Stop!’ But the Prophet 
ilytt said, ‘Come close.’ The young man 
came to him, and he said, ‘Sit down’ so he 
sat down. The Prophet (2 said, ‘Would you 
like it (unlawful sex) for your mother?’ He 
said, ‘No, by Allah, may | be ransomed for 
you.’ The Prophet ist said, ‘Neither do the 
people like it for their mothers.’ The Prophet 
Alt said, ‘Would you like it for your 
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daughter?’ He said, ‘No, by Allah, may | be 
ransomed for you.’ The Prophet lst said, 
‘Neither do the people like it for their 
daughters.’ The Prophet sz said, ‘Would 
you like it for your sister?’ He said, ‘No, by 
Allah, may | be ransomed for you.’ The 
Prophet sz said, ‘Neither do the people like 
it for their sisters.’ The Prophet istt said, 
‘Would you like it for your paternal aunt?’ He 
said, ‘No, by Allah, O Allah's Messenger! 
May | be ransomed for you.’ The Prophet 
s2 said, ‘Neither do the people like it for 
their paternal aunts.’ The Prophet Atsc% said, 
‘Would you like it for your maternal aunt?’ He 
said, ‘No, by Allah, O Allah's Messenger! 
May | be ransomed for you.’ The Prophet 
ys@ said, ‘Neither do the people like it for 
their maternal aunts.’ Then the Prophet lst 
put his hand on him and said, ‘O Allah, 
forgive his sin, purify his heart and guard his 
chastity.’ After that the young man never paid 
attention to anything of that nature. (Tafseer 
Ibn Kathir; Musnad Ahmad) 


2. Using body language and illustrating 
with gestures 
Hadith: 


agle ail glue ail Jour) SW ME aie atl ote) BS ol ye 
MSY DS ail Suey Ly oly Lie @ SUSI 5st) Sil Yi less 
Ja Dsig Vi Mid Galad USie GIS y Quill gl Bele 5 atl 

53M baled s 
Hazrat Abd-ur-Rahman Bin Abi Bakrah +) 
ic 4! narrated that his father said: The 
Prophet jtxz said, ‘Should | inform you about 
the greatest of the great sins?’ We said, ‘Yes, 
O Allah's Messenger!’ He said, ‘To join 
others in worship with Allah and to be 
undutiful to one's parents.’ He was reclining, 
then he sat up and said; ‘And | warn you 
against false testimony and false speech.’ 
(Sahih Muslim) 
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Hadith: 
4) Syn SE SE aie ail ay pet) re ol ve 
aver SE GUMS Gea) Gepell aly tte atl le 
Atel Oy dubs Loe 
Hazrat Abu Musa Ashari ~© <0) 2) narrated 
that the Prophet x2 said, ‘A believer is fora 
believer as a structure, each supporting the 
other.’ The Prophet interlaced his fingers 
while saying this. (Sahih Muslim) 
3. Using humour based on truth 
Hadith: 
4) Nyy Seated May gl dic ail gaia y alls oy Gail Ge 
Syn ly Sd ABU ally cle MDa 3} Sud aly ale itl ce 
YI ai Say abs aule ait! gis ad $4SLil al 5s @incal Le ail 
SGsill Y) 
Hazrat Anas Bin Malik ~< «| +) narrated 
that a person requested the Prophet ct 
that he be given a conveyance. The Prophet 
als replied, ‘The baby of a camel shall be 
given to you.’ The person said, ‘What shall | 
do with the baby of a camel O Messenger of 
Allah?’ (| want one for a conveyance). The 
Prophet tsi replied, ‘isn’t every camel the 
baby of a camel?’ (Shama'il Tirmidhi) 


Hadith: 


sels oh) ait Spry 1g OE atc atl ey Be cal ve 
lis YI sil Y 3} J 


Hazrat Abu Hurairah ~ic «| >) narrated that 
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the companions of the Prophet 2st asked, 


‘O Messenger of Allah, you joke with us 
(sometimes). The Prophet sz replied, ‘Yes, 
| do not say but the truth.’ (Shama ’il Tirmidhi) 


Conclusion: 


We mentioned above a few examples of how 
the Messenger of Allah iyi taught his 
students (companions esc 4) ~2)). For 
those who are in the profession of teaching 
there is much to study and learn from the 
Seerah of the Prophet <x. In fact, the world 
has never seen the students like the students 
of the Prophet txt. The degree of love, 
obedience and respect which they had for 
their teacher, the Prophet jist, is truly 
incomparable. 


Finally, the Seerah of the Prophet jst is a 
complete code of life and the gateway to 
success in this world and the world hereafter. 
The Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur'an: 
ally il sbJ9 OS cad ius S5ul A) Uso a Sl ys 

1588 ail 5835 5891 
‘There has certainly been for you in the 
Messenger of Allah (,tstz) an excellent 
pattern for anyone whose hope is in Allah 
and the Last Day and [who] remembers Allah 
often.’ (Surah Al-Ahzab 33:21) 


pelea ghul als VI Wis gi Ley 
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